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(57) ABSTRACT

An on-line automated analyzer of macrocontaminants is
described. The analyzer is for a pulp and/or a white water
stream, the analyzer comprises: a pulp classifier separating a
sample from the stream into a fraction of macrocontaminants;
a contaminant chamber enclosing a contaminant cell receiv-
ing the fraction; an optical chamber comprising an optical
detector connected to the cell capturing at least one detected
image; and a control chamber taking the at least one detected
image and conducting an image analysis to determine type
and quantity of at least one macrocontaminant in the fraction.
The method of analysis of macrocontaminants is also
described herein, the method comprises: separating a sample
from the stream into a fraction of macrocontaminants; pro-
ducing at least one detected image by optical measurement of
the fraction; and analyzing the at least one detected image and
determining the quantity and type of at least one macrocon-
taminant in the fraction.
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1
ON-LINE MACROCONTAMINANT
ANALYSER AND METHOD

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a National entry of PCT/CA2010/
002019 filed Dec. 17, 2010, in which the United States of
America was designated and elected, and which remains
pending in the International phase until Jun. 18, 2012, which
application in turn claims priority under 35 USC 119(e) from
U.S. Provisional Application Ser. No. 61/287,883, filed Dec.
18, 2009.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to an on-line automated
analyser of macrocontaminants and a method of analysing
macrocontaminants in pulp.

BACKGROUND ART

Contaminants represent undesirable components in a pulp
suspension or in white waters because they may hamper
manufacturing operations or quality of pulp, paper or paper
products. Depending on a pre-established size scale, they are
classified as macrocontaminants and microcontaminants. Itis
customary to distinguish macro- from microcontaminants by
measuring the amount of material retained on a 0.10 to 0.15
mm slotted screen. Accurate determination of macrocontami-
nants in pulps and white waters is of utmost importance for
pulp and papermakers, chemical suppliers, adhesives manu-
facturers, printers and researchers.

This measurement of macrocontaminants is particularly
useful for a pulp and paper mill because it dictates control and
elimination strategies. The nature and amount of contami-
nants in pulps and water streams depend on the type of pulp
manufactured and on the degree of system closure. An
example of harmful contaminants in virgin pulp is shines
originating from incomplete defiberizing of wood. Stickies
are another important class of contaminants so-named
because they pertain to materials that have a strong tendency
to deposit on or stick to a wide variety of surfaces.

Stickies, which represent by far the most detrimental class
of contaminants in recycled pulps, embrace a large variety of
lipophilic compounds. They originate from pressure sensitive
adhesives (PSAs), hot melts, toner, waxes, coating and bind-
ers that are used in labels, tapes, envelopes, stamps, paper-
boards for a variety of functions like binding, sealing, coating
and printing. Adhesives, coatings and waxes, which are intro-
duced in recycling plants with recovered papers, are sub-
jected to intense mechanical action during pulping, screen-
ing, pumping, dispersion and kneading. Strong shear forces
applied to adhesives during pulp processing and paper manu-
facturing will lead to their fragmentation into a wide range of
particle sizes. The release of sticky substances in the water
phase leads to the production of off spec pulp from the drink-
ing plant, increased chemical costs for their passivation and
solvent cleaning, poor runability at the paper machine and in
press rooms, and poor product quality. Though vital for effi-
cient control of recycling operations macrostickies measure-
ment is infrequent, due to personnel shortages and the tedious
nature of the manual methods [Refs: 1-5]. Despite the seri-
ousness of the problem, very few devices have been proposed
for on-line monitoring stickies in pulp streams [Refs: 6-10].

One of the biggest hurdles faced in developing an on-line
instrument is that the unit must be capable of measuring a
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2

small number of contaminants in a pulp mat or in a pulp
suspension consisting mainly of fibres. The presence of these
fibres impedes proper detection of contaminants, especially
when image analysis is used for objects discrimination and
quantification. To get around this problem, a wide variety of
laboratory methods first separate contaminants prior to their
detection, quantification and measurement. The most widely-
used laboratory methods use laboratory screens, hydrocy-
clones, filtration and the like to first isolate the contaminants
from the fibre [Refs: 1-5, 10]. Once segregated, the contami-
nants, such as stickies, dirt, and shines are collected from the
screen or deposited on filter paper. Whereas dirt and shives do
not require special preparation for their quantification, it is a
different matter when the contaminants include stickies. The
tacky nature of stickies is used to separate them from other
macrocontaminants or to transfer them to an appropriate sup-
port where they can be examined visually and counted by eye
or with the aid of an image analyser. The preparation of
stickies for visual analysis is a tedious procedure that limits
the throughput of stickies analysis. Some other instruments
are based on the tackiness of the contaminants and their
tendency to deposit on paper machine wires and paper [Refs:
2, 11-14]. Although useful, these laboratory tests are all time
consuming and without microscopy and/or chemical analysis
do not reveal much about the type of contaminant, their area
or numbers.

A few patents exist that describe equipment for on-line
measurement of small proportion of components in a liquid
containing predominantly other components, particularly in
the area of detecting white blood cells, platelets or antibodies
inblood [Refs; 15-31] and shives in pulp [Refs: 32-43]. Fewer
patents refer to the actual on-line measurement of stickies in
pulp [Refs: 6-10, 44].

Many of these analysers require dilution of blood or pulp
samples to facilitate visualization or detection of the compo-
nent of interest. Passage through laminar hydrodynamic flow
cells then allow component or contaminant identification,
measurement or enumeration [Refs: 15, 17-19, 21-32, 34-36,
41-69]. Visualization of white blood cells or platelets in a
mass of red blood cells often involve sphering the red blood
cells or promoting their removal through cell lysis [Refs: 15,
18, 22,23, 28, 30, 50, 51, 59], staining of different biological
components with fluorescent dyes [Refs: 18-22, 24, 25, 27,
30, 70, 71], or their separation through electrophoresis [Refs:
72-77]. In these systems, particle detection can be made
through photodetection of scattered light [Refs: 15, 18,21-25,
27,30,31,70,71,78, 79], near infrared reflectance [Refs: 56,
57] or by image analysis of captured images by charged
coupled devices [Refs: 25-27, 49, 52-55, 72, 76, 77, 80-82].
Image analysis is a useful tool that discerns features of indi-
vidual components and allows their enumeration and mea-
surement [Refs: 25, 80]. Unlike blood cells, pulp fibres,
shives or stickies cannot undergo cell lysis to separate white
blood cells and platelets from the larger mass of red blood
cells. On the other hand, in many respects many of the tech-
niques used to separate, detect and measure white blood cells
and platelets can be used for pulp. Sample dilution, hydrody-
namic focusing and the use of fluorescent dyes are indeed
used in many pulp applications to separate and/or distinguish
fibres prior to their photodetection or imaging by charged
coupled devices. [Refs: 6, 7,9, 32, 34, 35, 42-44, 83]. How-
ever, when the object of analysis is a large sticky particle, its
amount relative to fibres population is so small that a large
volume of sample must be processed at a low flow rate in the
laminar flow cell in order to detect sufficient amount of stick-
ies to obtain statistically significant counts. This imposes
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serious limitations to the throughput of an analyser using
hydrodynamic focusing. These methods are further described
in the following paragraphs.

Compared to blood analysers, shine analysers use pulp
dilution, hydrodynamic focusing, screens, hydrocyclones or
suction extractor through gaps to separate the shives from the
fibre mass prior to analysis of contaminants [Refs: 9, 32,
34-43, 84]. Because shives have wider diameters and higher
densities than water, screens and hydrocyclones can isolate
shives from the pulp mass. Light is passed through the flow
cell and the sample and, the change in light or pulse signal will
allow determination of particle or fibre size [Refs: 9, 32,
34-36, 40, 42, 43]. Although useful, the small number of
contaminants and their similar color to the fibre hampers their
visualization and identification. The same principles that
allow shives content determination—higher density than
water and greater diameter than fibres—will also facilitate
segregation of macrostickies from pulp.

For stickies detection and measurement, four methods
using fluorescent dyes to detect hydrophobic components of
pulp have been described [Refs: 6-8, 83]. The methods of
Horn et al. [7] was designed to detect wood resin particles in
pulp. This analyser used the same principles as those analy-
sers described by Esser etal. [8], Di Cesare [6] and Perry et al.
[83] except that they are defined as stickies analysers. Each of
these instruments use photodetection coupled with the addi-
tion of fluorescent dyes to a pulp suspension as a means to
identify organic components such as stickies and wood resin
in pulp. The fluorescent dye reacts with the hydrophobic
contaminants such as stickies. When the fluorescent-dyed
components are excited by light at a specified wavelength, the
hydrophobic contaminants will emit light which can later be
detected by a photodetector. The light emission signals pro-
portional to the size of the contaminant is detected in the
photocell and the signals evaluated to measure the hydropho-
bic contaminants. One of the problems with this method, is
that fibres, fines and shives rich in lipophilic extractives such
as triglycerides and fatty acids [85] may interfere in the mea-
surement of stickies. Hence, these methods do not distinguish
between stickies and pitch because both classes are hydro-
phobic in nature. Moreover, these methods do not permit
enumeration of stickies based on their area or type. All of
these four methods use laminar flow cells or hydrodynamic
focusing to separate the contaminants and allow their detec-
tion. Combining hydrodynamic focusing with a prior con-
taminant isolation step might give better results such as the
method described by Carr [9].

The first stickies analyser was described by Carr [9]. This
analyser functions by first diluting the pulp sample to a con-
sistency less than 0.5% and passing the diluted pulp sample
through a series of hydrocyclones to separate particles
according to their density. The separated particles are then
diluted again to a consistency less than 0.5% before passage
through a flow cell. The flow is back lighted and a photode-
tector includes a linear array of sensitive elements aligned to
receive the transmitted light. The sensitive elements aligned
with particles create a signal proportional to the width. By
rapid sequential activation of the elements, a digital data
stream is created which is processed by a microprocessor to
determine the particle size and produce a plurality of con-
taminant relative signals related to different classified size
ranges, such as heavy, medium and small contaminant par-
ticles. The addition of a fluorescent dye could also be added to
help identity contaminants in the photocell. If we take a new
look at this method over 20 years later, the use of charged
coupled devices with added imaging capacities may improve
this method. One of the limits of the method is that hydrocy-
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clones are used to separate stickies from pulp. With the excep-
tion of waxes and other light-weight macrocontaminants,
often macrostickies have a similar density to water, limiting
their isolation via hydrocyclones and leading to the presence
of fibres in the sample preparation. Another drawback of the
method as an on-line device is that it uses hydrodynamic
focusing to separate particles in a laminar flow prior to their
detection. The sample size that can be handled by such cells is
small in the order of milliliters. Passage of liter-sized samples
resulting from pulp screening or cleaning methods would
limit use of such flow cells.

A method for analyzing very small stickies in pulps has
been described by Banerjee [10]. Again screening, albeit
through filtration, is used to remove fibres, fibre debris, and
other large contaminant particles from the fibre slurry, after
which the carbon content of the filtered sample is measured.
Next, the filtrate is ultrafiltered to separate stickies having a
high molecular weight from the filtrate, and subsequently, the
carbon content of the ultrafiltered sample is measured. The
filter pore size used in ultrafiltration is of 25 um. Finally, the
carbon contents are used to determine the microstickies con-
centration in the fibre slurry. Although useful, this method is
reported to give an estimate of microstickies content and not
that of macrocontaminants such as macrostickies, shines and
toner. In principle, other organic material solubilized from
wood or arising from paper machine additives, should pass
through the pores of 25 pm and not be detected. However,
these components tend to form agglomerates in pulp waters
that may interfere with this measurement.

Flow cells have been known to measure dark particles or
specks such as bark, metal, and toner contaminants present in
kraft [84] and recycled pulps (Simpatic, PapTech). Although
good for measuring dark contaminants [38, 84], these analy-
sers have trouble detecting contaminants that are not visually
very different from the pulp, such as stickies [86].

SUMMARY

It is therefore an aim of the present invention to provide an
on-line automated analysis of macrocontaminants present in
pulp or white water samples.

The on-line automated analyser first separates the contami-
nants from the pulp by screening. The isolated contaminants
are then automatically transferred to a chamber that allows
further separation of the contaminants into light- and heavy-
weight categories based on their relative densities in water.
The light- and/or heavy-weight contaminants are then
imaged, and analyzed for their type, amount, size and pro-
jected area.

Image analysis allows detection of the type of contami-
nants based on their color, size, diameter, and shape.

The data from all the images of the sample are averaged and
areport is prepared that includes the total number and area of
heavy- and light-weight contaminants. The report can be
visualized on the computer screen of the analyser or sent to
mill data base and control systems. Data is stored in the
processor with a link to the original images of the contami-
nants. This data storage will also allow the user to view the
historic trends of the total number and area of each contami-
nant type.

Therefore, in accordance with one aspect of the present
invention, there is provided an on-line analyser of macrocon-
taminants for a pulp and/or a white water stream, the analyser
comprising: a pulp classifier separating a sample from the
stream into a liquid fraction comprising macrocontaminants;
a contaminant chamber enclosing a contaminant cell receiv-
ing the fraction; an optical chamber comprising an optical
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detector connected to the cell capturing at least one detected
image; and a control chamber taking the at least one detected
image and conducting an image analysis to determine type
and quantity of at least one macrocontaminant in the fraction.

In accordance with another aspect of the analyser
described herein, the optical detector is at least one high
definition digital camera producing the detected image from
the contaminant cell.

In accordance with yet another aspect of the analyser
described herein, the contaminant cell comprises a contami-
nant settling plate, comprising a coloured background opti-
mizing the quality of the detected image.

In accordance with still another aspect of the analyser
described herein, the optical detector is focused on the con-
taminant settling plate of the contaminant cell.

In accordance with yet still another aspect of the analyser
described herein, the optical detector is focused at the surface
of the liquid fraction within the contaminant cell.

In accordance with a further aspect of the analyser
described herein, the control chamber comprises a computer
comprising a software program performing the image analy-
sis and supervising execution of tasks of the analyser.

In accordance with yet a further aspect of the analyser
described herein, the software program communicates with a
camera dynamic link library, an imaging library, and an OPC
server interacting to identify the type and the quantity of
macrocontaminants.

In accordance with still a further aspect of the analyser
described herein, the OPC server further communicates with
PLCs communicating with the pulp classifier, contaminant
chamber and the optical chamber.

In accordance with yet still a further aspect of the analyser
described herein, the contaminant cell is a clear cylindrical
cell comprising a contaminant settling baseplate and an inte-
grated coloured settling plate, the optical detector comprising
afirst and a second high definition digital camera, wherein the
first camera is focused on the integrated coloured settling
plate and a second camera is focused on the surface of the
liquid fraction, and the control chamber comprises a com-
puter comprising a software program performing the image
analysis and supervising execution of tasks of the analyser.

In accordance with one embodiment of the present inven-
tion, there is provided a method of analysing macrocontami-
nants from a pulp and/or white water stream, the method
comprising: separating a sample from the stream into a frac-
tion of macrocontaminants; producing at least one detected
image by optical measurement of the fraction; and analysing
the at least one detected image and determining the quantity
and type of at least one macrocontaminant in the fraction.

In accordance with another embodiment of the method
described herein, the at least one detected image is produced
by a high definition digital camera.

In accordance with yet another embodiment of the method
described herein, a first and a second detected image are
produced, and the first detected image is focused on light
weight macrocontaminants and the second detected image is
focused on heavy weight macrocontaminants.

In accordance with still another embodiment of the method
described herein, analysing the at least one detected image is
with a software program of a computer communicating with
a camera dynamic link library, and imaging library and an
OPC server, the software program identifying the at least one
macrocontaminant.

In accordance with yet still another embodiment of the
method described herein, the software program further com-
municates to control the separating of the sample and the
producing the at least one optical image.
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6
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Reference will now be made to the accompanying draw-
ings, showing by way of illustration a particular embodiment
of the present invention and in which:

FIG. 1 is a schematic flowsheet of an on-line analyser of
macrocontaminants according to one embodiment of the
present invention;

FIG. 2 is a flowsheet of another embodiment of an on-line
analyser according to another embodiment of the present
invention showing how a pulp and/or a white water sample are
fed to a pulp classifier either manually or on-line via a low or
medium consistency commercially available auto-sampler;

FIG. 3 is a schematic flowsheet of a pulp fractionator
connected to the on-line analyser of FI1G. 1, the pulp classifier
serving to isolate a fraction of macrocontaminants from the
pulp fibre stream, that may optionally be transferred to the
on-line analyser according to another embodiment of the
present invention for analysis of type, number and area;

FIG. 4 is a schematic flowsheet of one embodiment of a
contaminant chamber of the on-line analyser according to
FIG. 1, receiving the macrocontaminants and permitting their
dilution, dispersion, discrimination, image capture, and even-
tually their transfer to the sewer;

FIG. 5 is a logic diagram depicting a sequence of events
that permit image capture and analysis of both light- and
heavy-weight contaminants in a Contaminant Chamber
according to one embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 61is a schematic flowsheet of components of an optical
chamber comprising digital cameras for image capture
according to one embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 7 is a schematic flowsheet of hardware and software
components of a control chamber according to one embodi-
ment of the present invention; these components perform
specific tasks of the analyser, and comprise: communication
to other units of the on-line analyser, such as the pulp classi-
fier, auto-samplers, and cameras in the optical chamber, vari-
ous valves and sensors located in the Contaminant Chamber,
Programmable Logic Controller (PLC) hardware, router,
computer screen, and links to the mill data control system;

FIG. 8 is a schematic flowsheet of parameters of an image
analysis program, treating images captured by the cameras
and determining the type, number and size of the macrocon-
taminants of one embodiment of an on-line analyser accord-
ing to FIG. 1;

FIG. 9 is a logic flow diagram illustrating further details of
the steps used to identify and characterize light- and heavy-
weight macrocontaminants of the on-line analyser according
to FIG. 1; and

FIG. 10 is a schematic flowsheet of how analysed images
are converted to numerical data, graphs, data tables, or stored
as an image file to one embodiment of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PARTICULAR
EMBODIMENTS

Macrocontaminants are a minor component in an aqueous
suspension whose principal components are long fibres and
fine elements. Transport of the sample to the analyser can be
done manually or automatically using commercially avail-
able pulp samplers.

In summary, the on-line automated analyser described
identifies the type of macrocontaminants isolated from pulp
or white water samples and measures their quantity, size and
projected area by image analysis. In this unit, all actions are
automated so that manual intervention is limited to calibra-
tion and maintenance procedures. In order to obtain a clear
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image for subsequent analysis, the macrocontaminants are
first separated from the fibrous material and concentrated
using a screening system with slot apertures of a 0.003" to
0.006". The analyser is designed to be either a stand-alone
unit with an incorporated screening system or it can be retro-
fitted to an existing commercial pulp classifier. Pulp or white
water streams are added to the inlet of the pulp classifier either
manually or via auto-sampler. After screening has removed
virtually all the fibres, the isolated macrocontaminants dis-
persed in water are automatically discharged to a specially
designed contaminant cell. In this cell, contaminants in water
are first mixed uniformly by air jets after which the macro-
contaminants separate according to their difference of density
with water. Light-weight macrocontaminants such as waxes,
low-density stickies, hotmelts, plastics, varnishes and com-
binations thereof float to the top of the cell whereas the
contaminants denser than water settle to the bottom of the
cell. Heavy-weight contaminants sink because they are more
dense than water, and include macrostickies, shives, hot-
melts, high-density plastics, varnishes, and black contami-
nants such as toner or dirt and combinations thereof. Lighting
in the contaminant chamber and the material and color of the
settling plate assure adequate visualization and discrimina-
tion of contaminants prior to image capture by cameras lenses
focusing on the top of the water phase or at the bottom of the
contaminant cell. Contaminant dispersion in the water phase
of the chamber, image capture and image analysis are
repeated to assure that the number of contaminants measured
are sufficient enough to ensure statistical significance of the
results. The data from all the images of the sample are aver-
aged and a report is prepared that includes the total number
and area of heavy- and light-weight contaminants. The report
can be visualized on the computer screen of the analyser or
sent to mill data base and control systems. Data is stored in the
processor with a link to the original image of the contami-
nants. This data storage will also allow the user to view the
historic trends of the total number and area of each contami-
nant type. In addition to the two categories of contaminants,
heavy-weight contaminants can be further discriminated into
four separate categories that include: 1. white or whitish
macrostickies including hotmelts, plastics and varnishes; 2.
shives; 3. black contaminants or dirt, such as toner; or, 4.
plastics and varnishes. If the analyser is coupled to an
agglomeration chamber, identification of agglomerated
microstickies will also be possible. These features of the
analyser and the method will be described in greater detail
with reference to the drawings.

Referring to the drawings for greater detail, FIG. 1 illus-
trates the main components of an on-line automated analyser
of macrocontaminants and its associated equipment 1. The
on-line automated analyser of macrocontaminants 5, may be
identified herein by the trademark FPAutoSpeck™. The
analyser 5 counts macrocontaminants isolated from pulp or
white water samples.

Though macrocontaminants 22 from a process stream 2 in
question pertain principally to stickies, light-weight macro-
contaminants and dirt in recycled pulps, the same on-line
automated analyser 5 can be used for the identification and
quantification of harmful components like shines in virgin
pulps. The letter suffixes a and b after a reference number
refer to manual and on-line samples respectively.

The on-line automated analyser 5 is housed in a stainless
steel cabinet that has three separate compartments or cham-
bers named according to their main function: Contaminant
Chamber 30, Optical Chamber 40 and Control Chamber 50.

The cabinet serves uniquely to protect the electronic com-
ponents from vibration and the hot, humid and harsh environ-
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ment of a mill. As such, as long as the cabinet is rugged and
waterproof, it can be composed of several materials such as
plastic and metal. In this diagram, the on-line automated
analyser 5 of macrocontaminants 22 is coupled to a commer-
cial pulp classifier 20 and, for on-line analysis, commercial
on-line samplers 105 can be added.

Pulp or white water samples 12a/b are fed via a sampler
10a/b that is either manual 10a or an on-line auto-sampler 106
to a pulp classifier 20 which separates the contaminants 22
and transfers them to the Contaminant Chamber 30. The
Contaminant Chamber 30 serves to first separate or isolate
contaminants 22 into either light-weight 31 or heavy-weight
macrocontaminants 32 and then to disperse the contaminants
prior to image capture 42. In a preferred embodiment, two
cameras located in the Optical Chamber 40 take pictures
(perform image captures) of either the light-weight 31 or
heavy-weight contaminants 32. The light-weight contami-
nants 31 may include waxes, hotmelts, plastics and/or var-
nishes whereas the heavy-weight contaminants 32 may
include macrostickies, shines, plastics, varnishes, hotmelts
and/or black contaminants or dirt, such as toner.

The control chamber 50 has part of both the hardware and
software to operate the components of the Optical and Con-
taminant Chambers of the FPAutoSpeck™ 51, 53 respec-
tively, as well as the hardware and software for the auto-
samplers and pulp classifier 55, 57 respectively. The image
analysis software then counts the number of light-weight 31
and heavy-weight contaminants 32 and measures their sur-
face area. In addition to the total number and area of contami-
nants, a report is made in the form of a histogram that shows
the number of the contaminants within a given size range or
bin. The report can be visualized on the computer screen of
the FPAutoSpeck™ or the data is sent 59 to mill data and
control systems 60. Data is stored in the processor with a link
with the original images of the contaminants. This data stor-
age will also allow the user to view the historic trends of the
total number and area of each contaminant type.

FIG. 2 shows how pulp or white water samples from a pulp
or white water line are fed to a pulp classifier either manually
or on-line via a low or medium consistency commercially
available auto-sampler 104.

For the manual sampling mode (a) process stream sample
2 of pulp or white water is taken by a manual sampler 10a. A
fraction 12a of known volume and/or solids content are fed
manually to a dilution loop or receiving vessel of the pulp
classifier 20. Prior to treatment of the fraction, a manual mode
of operation is chosen in the operating window of the soft-
ware interface 14a. The manual sampling mode (a) requires
that values on the sample volume or solids content be keyed
into the program before adding a fraction of sample. After
adding the fraction and pressing start in the window of the
user interface 144, the sample can be treated automatically.

For the on-line sampling mode (b), the auto-samplers 105
are controlled by one of the programmable logic controllers
(PLCs) 64 of the on-line automated analyser 1 of macrocon-
taminants via electrical and/or electronic connections 55. The
auto-sampler parameters and control can be accessed by the
user through the window of the user interface 1454. Control-
lable hardware may include a sample piston or diaphragm and
valves 56 for flow of air and sample. A sight glass window in
the sample line allows the user to determine the amount of
time it takes the sample to travel to the inlet of the pulp
classifier. This time of travel and opening of the piston must
be calibrated for each auto-sampler line. The constant pres-
sure of the flushing water 7 serves to push the sample through
the piping. A sample deviation valve 16 is then switched at a
specified time to allow flow of the sample carrot to the inlet of
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the pulp classifier 20. The flow of flushing water 7 can alter-
natively deviate to the sewer 9 via a drain 18. In order to relate
contaminant number to the pulp weight or white water vol-
ume, on-line sampling requires the transfer 59 of data on the
volume or solids content of the sample and sometimes the
pressure in the sample line from the mill data control system
60 to the processor of the on-line automated analyzer 5 of
macrocontaminants. Alternatively, the pulp weight can be
determined by measuring the consistency of the pulp sample
making-up the carrot using an on-line consistency meter.

In pulp streams 2, macrocontaminants are few in numbers
and their identification by an image analysis system becomes
difficult where the contaminants of interest represent the
minor component in slurry. The pulp classifier 20 serves to
isolate macrocontaminants 22 from the pulp fibre stream 2,
where they can be subsequently transferred to the on-line
automated analyser 5 of macrocontaminants 22 for analysis
oftype, number and area. F1G. 3 shows how the pulp classifier
20 is coupled to the FPAutoSpeck™. The FPAutoSpeck™
can be retrofitted to a commercial pulp classifier or any other
custom pulp classifier such as contained within the analyser 1
of macrocontaminants. Alternatively, contaminants may be
segregated and concentrated from pulp or white water
through circulation through a screening system 24 that com-
prises a screen, pressure screen or hydrocyclone-type reverse
or Uniflow cleaner. A deviation valve 23 will allow several
passes or recirculation through the same unit or through a
series of units to ensure that virtually all fibres and fine ele-
ments are removed to permit optimal visualization of the
macrocontaminants. The same valve 23 will allow draining of
rinse water or discarded fibres 29 to the sewer 9.

Pulp or white water samples 12a/b are fed either manually
12a or via an on-line auto-sampler 125 to the dilution loop 26
orreservoir of the pulp classifier 20 for dilution with contami-
nant-free water at 30° C. or less. After dilution, the sample is
passed through a screen with slots of Y4000” to Yé000™ of an
inch in width which allows passage of fibres and small fibrous
and non-fibrous elements while preventing passage of mac-
rocontaminants 22 of greater or equal to 75 or 150 um in
width. Low slot velocities of less than 1 m/s will ensure
adequate removal of the fibre while concentrating the macro-
contaminants 22 on one side of the screen. At higher veloci-
ties, contaminant concentration and segregation can be
achieved by several passes or recirculation 28 through the
same screen. The concentrated macrocontaminants are then
transferred to the contaminant cell 34 of the FPAutoSpeck™
analyser 5 for analysis or to a second site for manual analysis
8 of sample. Rinse water 27 is flushed through the screen to
prevent clogging of the slots and to rinse the transfer lines of
the macrocontaminants. The pulp classifier 20 is then ready to
treat another sample while images of the macrocontaminants
are captured for subsequent image analysis. Other connec-
tions to the pulp classifier 20 include water level sensors 21;
electrical and electronic connections 3; valves and control
sensors 4, and sample mixing 6 means.

Isolated macrocontaminants 22 from the pulp classifier 20
are transferred to the contaminant cell 34 of the Contaminant
Chamber 30 as seen in FIG. 4. The Contaminant Chamber 30
keeps all liquid-handling components separate from the elec-
tronic parts of the FPAutoSpeck™. The chamber 30 serves to
receive the macrocontaminants and permits their dilution,
dispersion, discrimination, image capture, and eventually
their transfer to the sewer 9. The Contaminant Chamber 30 is
equipped with several components that include a contaminant
cell 34, a retractable shower system 35 for sample dilution
and rinsing, a settling plate 36, lights 37, air nozzles 81,
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pneumatic valves 38, water level sensors 39, water lines 82
(valves) and an overflow groove and funnel.

A main component enclosed within the contaminant cham-
ber 30 is a contaminant cell 34. The contaminant cell 34 has
a transparent base or contaminant settling plate 36 at the
bottom of the cell. In a preferred embodiment the contami-
nant cell 34 includes a clear cylindrical cell 33 equipped with
the contaminant settling plate 36. The cell may be arranged
with a clear settling baseplate and an adjacent coloured back-
ground plate outside the cell. The various possible plates
allow visualization of the contaminants and their adequate
discrimination or determination of type. The cylinder 33 and
plate 36 can be made of several clear materials such as glass,
plexiglass or polycarbonate. The settling plate 36 can also be
made of different coloured materials such as plastic, metal
(untreated, anodized or electroplated) or tempered glass with
a coloured background. In order to optimize visualization and
discrimination of a given contaminant, the material used to
construct the plate 36 can vary as well as its color. Settling
plate 36 inserts are readily changed as needed for mainte-
nance or for viewing of different contaminant types. A retract-
able shower system 35 permits either dilution of the sample or
rinsing of the contaminant cell between samples. Pneumatic
valves 38 control shower cover movement over the contami-
nant cell 34 or away to the side. A shower nozzle of the shower
system 35 is fitted to a shower cover to prevent water spray
onto the optical chamber window. The shower cover is
retracted to permit image capture of the contaminants. The
water volume is adjusted according to a predetermined level
that allows adequate separation of light-weight and heavy-
weight contaminants while allowing the objects to be at the
focal length of the lens of the two cameras for optimal view-
ing and discrimination during image capture 42. Water level
sensors 39 allow detection and control of the water level in the
contaminant cell. Light-weight contaminants 31 will float
whereas heavy-weight contaminants 32 will settle to the bot-
tom of the chamber. Two series of air nozzles 81 and valves 38
permit dispersion of the contaminants between individual
image capture by charged coupled device (CCD) such as a
scanner, high definition camera 41/43 or video camera. For
image analysis 70, two waterproof light emitting diode (LED)
lights 37 equipped with wide angle lens are positioned to
illuminate contaminants through the cylinder wall. Alter-
nately, lights 37 can vary in number and be of various sources
such as filament, laser or a gas discharge arc lamp. Lens,
diffusers or filters can be added to provide lighting that illu-
minates contaminants without reflections or shadows. The
functions described above associated with image transfer
generally operate via electronic and electrical links 84.
Repeat images are taken to assure statistical measurement of
the macrocontaminants. Once the image capture 42 is com-
pleted, the cylindrical cell 33 is raised by two pneumatic
valves 38 seated on the exterior walls of the cylinder. Note,
pneumatic valves are of different types depending on their
use. A rinse water valve is then activated and the shower 35
rinses the contaminant cell 34 free of contaminants. Rinse
water 82 and macrocontaminants 31/32 are drained to the
sewer 9 through the retractable base support plate by a drain-
age system 80. The drainage system 80 includes the drainage
cylinder and the necessary piping. In case of accidental over-
flow of the contaminant cell 34, an overflow 83 groove and
funnel is located at the back of the internal cylinder 33. A
rubber seal located in the cylinder wall base assures a water-
tight seal between the cylindrical cell 33 and the settling plate
36. The cylindrical cell 33 is seated on the settling plate 36
insert fitted into a base support plate (not shown) made of
stainless steel or other materials. This base plate is fixed on a
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retractable base plate drawer support facilitating maintenance
and changing of contaminant settling plates 36.

The contaminant chamber 30 contains a series of hardware
components that are synchronized to permit adequate image
capture and analysis of both light-weight 31 and heavy-
weight contaminants 32. FIG. 5 shows the necessary
sequence of events.

Isolated contaminants are transferred to the contaminant
cell 34 of the FPAutoSpeck™ when the pulp classifier valve
25 is opened discharging macrocontaminants to the contami-
nant cell 34. The water flow 82 (from the shower system 35)
or for sample dilution is triggered at the same time. When the
level sensors 39 indicate that the water level is attained, the
shower water flow 82 is stopped and the contaminants are
mixed for a pre-determined time with air injected from
nozzles 81 located at the base and at the upper water level of
the contaminant cell 34. After mixing, the air flow is stopped
and the contaminants are allowed to settle for a pre-set time (x
min) onto the contaminant settling plate 36. Because light-
weight contaminants 31 are only present in certain types of
recycled pulp or pulp waters, such as that made from old
corrugated cartons, one of two image capture modes can be
used.

If light-weight macrocontaminants 31 are present, air is
injected for a pre-determined time through nozzles located in
upper level of the cylindrical cell 33 just over the top water
level. When the air flow is stopped, the contaminants are then
allowed to stabilize. Light B 37 is then opened and the shower
cover 35 is retracted to the side of the cylindrical cell 33
allowing image capture 42 with Camera B 43 through the
optical window 44. Prior to image capture 42 of the heavy-
weight or settled contaminants 32, Light A 37 is opened and
Camera A 41 is then activated. After image capture 42, the
shower cover 35 is replaced over the cylinder 33 of the con-
taminant cell 34 and Lights A 37 and B 37 are closed. This
routine of Steps 1-3 is repeated until a pre-determined num-
ber of images are taken to allow analysis 70 with a statistically
significant number of contaminants.

If light-weight contaminants 32 are not to be measured,
Camera B 43 is not required and the Step 2 (mixing of light
weight contaminants 31 and image capture 42) is omitted in
the routine of steps from 1 to 3. Once the pre-scheduled
number of images has been taken and the retractable shower
system 35 is replaced in position over the contaminant cell 34,
the contaminant cell cylinder 33 is raised by the pneumati-
cally-controlled valves 38 and the contaminants are flushed to
the sewer 9. The rinse water valve supplying water 82 to the
retractable shower system 35 is activated to allow cleaning of
the contaminant cell 34. After cleaning, the rinse water flow
valve is shut and the contaminant cell cylinder 33 dropped
shut. The FPAutoSpeck™ is now ready for reception of
another sample of macrocontaminants 22.

FIG. 6: Block Diagram of the Optical Chamber

The optical chamber 40 is a waterproof chamber contain-
ing one or more industrial-grade high definition digital cam-
eras of at least 11 megapixels. Alternatively, industrial-grade
scanners or high definition digital cameras or video cameras
can be used. To keep cameras 41/43 and the processor cool,
air flow valves 86 are opened to allow a flow of air inside both
the Optical and Control Chamber (40/50 respectively).

The distances of camera A 41 and B 43 are set to clearly
focus on either the heavy-weight contaminants 32 settled
onto the contaminant settling plate 36 or the light-weight
contaminants 31 floating on top of the water. Industrial lenses
are used in combination with the cameras with focal lengths
of 105 and 80 mm that allow visualization of contaminants.
Lenses and extensions can be altered as needed. An optical
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window 44 protects the optical equipment from the water
spray and wet environment of the contaminant chamber 30.
Jets of air 82 under the window prevent water droplet forma-
tion on the optical window. The cameras are controlled by the
computer 58 and camera interface software 70 located in the
Computer Chamber 50. Image capture 42 is triggered by
sequences of events in the contaminant chamber schedule
(FIG. 5). Repeat images are taken after sample dispersion
with air until statistical significance on the number of con-
taminants is reached. The captured images are then analyzed
by the image analysis software 70.

FIG. 7: Block Diagram of Control Chamber and Communi-
cation

To achieve the detection of contaminants, FPAutoSpeck™
requires a series of hardware and software components which
perform specific tasks. FIG. 7 shows a diagram of the Control
Chamber 50, its electrical connections 87, and its communi-
cation to other units of the FPAutoSpeck™ such as the pulp
classifier 20, auto-samplers 105, cameras 41/43 in the Optical
Chamber 40, various valves and sensors located in the Con-
taminant Chamber 30, Programmable Logic Controller 63/64
hardware, router 65, computer screen 66, and links 59 to the
mill data control system 60. A computer Control Chamber 50
itself is a waterproof box that houses the hardware and soft-
ware necessary to operate the FPAutoSpeck™. The tempera-
ture and humidity of the control chamber 50 are controlled by
temperature sensor 69 that in turn regulates a vortex 69.
Alternatively, other forms of air cooling 68 systems could be
used.

Hardware Components:

An industrial-grade personal computer (PC) 58 is at the
center of the Control Chamber 50 and the FPAutoSpeck™
on-line analyser 1. The main use of the PC 58 is to run the
specialized software program 70, Macrostickies.exe, which
supervises the execution of all the tasks required by the sys-
tem. A Camera Dynamic Link Library 74, specific to the
imaging device is installed on the PC as is, an Imaging
Library 76 and OPC Server 72.

The PC 58 communicates to and from the two PLCs 63/64
through a router 65 that follows the Ethernet protocol. One
PLC 63 handles the operations of the Contaminant Chamber
while the other PL.C 64 handles the operations of the Pulp
Classifier 20 and Auto-samplers 105. These PL.Cs 63/64 are
used to implement logical sequences of actions and respond
to events occurring to the devices to which they are attached.
For the auto-sampler 105, the PL.C 64 operates from a user-
defined schedule that decides which auto-sampler 105 is
going to be active and then triggers the pulp sampling routine.
When the pulp arrives to the Pulp Classifier 20, the PLC 64
monitors the screening operation and when complete, it opens
a valve to transfer the isolated contaminants 22 to the Con-
taminant Cell 34. Once the discharge sequence of the con-
taminants is complete, the PL.C 64 forces a washing of the
Pulp Classifier 20 to make it ready for the next pulp sample.
Once the contaminants 22 arrive in the contaminant cell 34,
the Contaminant Chamber PL.C 63 activates a routine of steps
as indicated in FIG. 5. As shown in the diagram, the PL.C 63
controls the valves for air and water flow 82, pneumatic
valves 38 for retracting the shower cover 35 and raising the
contaminant cell cylinder 33, opening and closing of the
lights 37, and initiating the cleaning cycle. Through a OPC
server 72, the PL.C 63 also signals to the PC 58 when it is time
to take the pictures of the contaminants. The two high-reso-
Iution cameras 41/43 are connected to the PC 58 by separate
USB (Universal Serial Bus) connections that provide bi-di-
rectional communications between the cameras 41/43 and the
PC58.
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The PC 58 also physically houses the hard disk 78 that
stores the historical records of the analyses. The numerical
values of the records are stored in a database, such as an
Access™ database, and the images are stored in a standard
format at a separate location on the hard disk. A touch-sensi-
tive Computer Screen 66 allows interaction between the user
and the FPAutoSpeck™ software and allows visualization of
the image analysis results. Normally, the FPAutoSpeck™
system has no keyboard or mouse. Touching the screen rep-
licates the action of a mouse so that the user can select specific
pages of Macrostickies.exe to be displayed. If dataneeds to be
entered, an on-screen keyboard appears which allows the user
to enter data. Note other external devices such as a keyboard
can be added and used via external ports such as a USB port.
Software Components:

There are four important software components of the
FPAutoSpeck™ analyser. The custom software program 70
called Macrostickies.exe was developed in VB.Net but could
be written in C** or any other programming language. The
software 70 coordinates and controls the behaviour of the
hardware components, displays the analysis results and reacts
to the user interactions. The Camera Dynamic Link Library
74 is a bi-directional interface between Macrostickies.exe
and the cameras 41/43. In one direction, the library passes the
image resolution, optical gain, and live image preview and
snapshot requests to the cameras 41/43. In the other direction,
it passes the actual digital images to Macrostickies.exe. The
third component is an Imaging [ibrary 76 which provides the
necessary image processing routines to correctly locate and
measure the specks of contaminants on the images. The last
component is an OPC server 72 (Object linking and embed-
ding for Process Control) that provides bi-directional com-
munications between the PL.Cs 63/64 and Macrostickies.exe.

Macrostickies.exe is the master program 70 of the
FPAutoSpeck™ system. It coordinates the different tasks of
the system through an array of software and hardware links to
the system’s various components. A high-level computer pro-
gramming language, VB.Net™, with a large number of gen-
eral purpose functions and features allowed for the develop-
ment of the powerful Macrostickies.exe program. However,
in the development of applications, VB.Net™ requires access
to special hardware such as digital cameras and PL.Cs. This
access is provided through the addition of special extensions
and software gateways which come in the form of specially
packaged libraries. The FPAutoSpeck™ application requires
a number of such libraries.

The Camera Dynamic Link Library 74 provides access to
the cameras 41/43. The library serves as a bi-directional con-
duit to the camera hardware. Through it, Macrostickies.exe
can enable and disable the cameras, read or write the camera
parameters, turn on or off live image preview and trigger the
acquisition 42 of snapshots.

The Imaging Library 76 is also a dynamic link library
containing standard image processing functions or filters.
One possible source is a public domain library available by
AForge. The detection of contaminants is determined by run-
ning the images 90 acquired by Macrostickies.exe through a
sequence of a subset of these filters. Typically, Macrostick-
ies.exe will call a filter by passing the image to be processed
along with some filter-specific parameters. The filter then
returns a modified image.

Currently the macrocontaminant analyser uses an OPC
Server 72 as another type of specialized library. It serves as a
protocol for communicating with field instruments. “Object
Linking and Embedding” is a Microsoft technology which
enables the communication of information between applica-
tions but any other type of custom or commercially available
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communication’s protocol specific for field instruments
would be suitable. In this particular case, the OPC 72 com-
municates with the variables of the two PLCs 63/64. An
example of' this occurs when the status of a valve changes, the
PLC immediately communicates this information to the OPC
Server 72. In turn, the OPC Server 72 interrupts Macrostick-
ies.exe to let it know of the change. In the other direction,
Macrostickies.exe can initiate the acquisition and screening
of a pulp sample 2 by requesting a specific variable of the
OPC Server 72 to be turned on. The OPC Server 72 responds
by passing this request to the PL.C 64 attached to the Pulp
Classifier 20.

FIG. 8: Block Diagram of Image Analysis Parameters

The image analysis software 70 is one of the key compo-
nents of the FPAutoSpeck™. It serves to treat images cap-
tured by the cameras and determine the number and size of the
macrocontaminants 22. FIG. 8 shows the main parameters of
image analysis.

Once an image 90 is captured by the cameras 41/43, it is
analyzed by the imaging software 70 for contaminant identi-
fication, size measurement and number. Initially, light-weight
31 and heavy-weight contaminants 32 are imaged by separate
cameras 41/43. Once these images 90 are acquired, the
images are processed by Macrostickies.exe to enhance detec-
tion, identification, area measurement and enumeration. The
first treatment often includes color segregation 92. Often the
red, green and blue (RGB) channels are used for filtering.
Alternatively, the hue, saturation, and luminance (HSL) can
be used. In some cases, an additional segregation based on
brightness or gamma may also be included. Following color
segregation, the images are converted to a grey scale image
94. A threshold in grey level detection or binarization 96 is
then applied before analysis of the image. The extraction of
features 98 such as the particle area, circularity and number of
particles within a given size range are extracted and then sent
for data compilation 100. The software then counts the num-
ber and area of each type of contaminant and creates a histo-
gram of the contaminants within a given size range or bin. The
report can be visualized on the computer screen 66 of the
FPAutoSpeck™ or sent to mill data and control systems 60.
Data is stored in the processor 78 to show images of the
contaminants or to view the historic trends of their total
number and area.

FIG. 9: Details of Image Analysis

FIG. 9 shows further details of the steps used to identify
and characterize light- and heavy-weight macrocontaminants
31/32. The right side of the schema shows how the image
analysis software analyzes light-weight contaminants 31.
Light-weight contaminants 31, such as waxes, low density
stickies, hotmelts, plastics and varnishes, are those of density
smaller than water which floated on the top of the water in the
contaminant cell 34. Images of these light-weight contami-
nants 31 are imaged separately by a camera 43 focused on the
water surface. The image is first treated to segregate the colors
92 and enhance feature detection 98. Image treatment with
RGB (red, green, blue) or HSL (hue, saturation, luminance)
filters can be performed. Brightness, contrast and gamma 92
can enhance visualization of the light-weight contaminants
31. Other image manipulations such as inversions can also be
performed. After conversion to a grey level 94, a specified
threshold 96 is applied for the light-weight contaminants 31
as well as a particle size detection limit. To eliminate the
detection of fibres, shives, air bubbles or small artifacts, a
detection limit is also applied. Detection limit are specified by
the particle maximum width or estimated diameter. Particles
within the specified range of the detection limit are measured
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and enumerated whereas those outside of the specified range
are excluded from the compilation 100.

Heavy-weight macrocontaminants 32 are those of density
greater than that of water which settled on the insert of the
contaminant cell 34 and were imaged by a second camera 41
and the image 90 acquired by the image analysis software 70.
The image analysis software 70 of the FPAutoSpeck™ allows
further contaminant identification of the heavy-weight mac-
rocontaminants 32 into the following four different catego-
ries: 1) white or whitish macrostickies, plastics, varnishes
and/or hotmelts; ii) shives; iii) black contaminants or dirt,
such as toner or iv) plastics and/or varnishes. If the
FPAutoSpeck™ is coupled to an agglomeration chamber that
brings small contaminants in a size range where they can be
screenable, identification of agglomerated microstickies is
facilitated. The i) white or whitish heavy-weight macrocon-
taminants are examined in a similar sequence as the light-
weight contaminants 31. One exception is that the back-
ground is corrected to assure an image without halos. The
other exception is that the filtering and image enhancement
parameters are different than those used for the light-weight
contaminants 31. The detection limits are the same but the
threshold limit 96 is different. The area of particles with
maximum widths within the detection limit are measured and
counted and compiled 100 into a report. At this point, the
white macrocontaminants counted include any plastics or
varnishes included in the sample. For the identification of
plastics and/or varnishes, the image analysis software will
count those objects.

As for plastics and varnishes, the exact parameters for
shives and black contaminants or dirt, such as toner have been
determined. A proposed schema for identification of the black
contaminants or dirt and shives is described. Again image
filters and enhancements are applied to optimize the image.
Different detection limits also facilitate identification of the
shives. For shives, plastics and varnishes, detection limits also
include other properties such as size and shape.

FIG. 10: Block Diagram of Data Storage

FIG. 10 shows how analysed images 90 are converted to
numerical data 100, graphs 104, data tables 105, or stored 78
as an image file 107 (some examples include emf, wmf, jpg,
jpeg, ifif, jpe, png, tiff, among others). An image 90 is analy-
sed 70 as shown in FIG. 9. The numerical data 100 is pre-
sented in both chart 104 and data table 105 format on the
screen of the FPAutoSpeck™. Alternately, numerical data
100 can be transferred to the mill data system 60 via Ethernet
wiring or by wireless connection. Data 100 is also stored on
the hard drive 107 of the PC 58 with a linked to the images
from which they were measured. The linked data and picture
108 can be transferred to a USB key or printed 109.
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present invention. Accordingly, the present invention is
intended to embrace all such alternate configurations, modi-
fications and variances which fall within the scope of the
appended claims.

The invention claimed is:

1. An on-line analyser of macrocontaminants for a pulp
and/or a white water stream having the macrocontaminants
and fibrous material, the analyser comprising:

a pulp classifier separating the macrocontaminants from
the fibrous material in a sample of the stream into a
liquid fraction comprising isolated macrocontaminants
comprising light-weight and the heavy-weight macro-
contaminants;

a contaminant chamber enclosing a contaminant cell
receiving the liquid fraction, wherein the light weight
and the heavy weight macrocontaminants separate
within the contaminant cell and the contaminant cell
comprising a contaminant settling plate;

an optical chamber comprising at least one optical detector
connected to the cell capturing at least one detected
image;

a control chamber taking the at least one detected image
and conducting an image analysis to determine type and
quantity of at least one of the light-weight and the heavy-
weight macrocontaminants in the liquid fraction;

wherein the control chamber comprises a computer com-
prising a software program performing the image analy-
sis and supervising execution of tasks of the analyser;
and

wherein the software program communicates with a cam-
era dynamic link library, an imaging library, and an OPC
server interacting to identify the type and the quantity of
the at least one light-weight and the heavy-weight mac-
rocontaminants.

2. The analyser according to claim 1, wherein the at least
one optical detector is at least one high definition digital
camera producing the detected image from the contaminant
cell.

3. The analyser according to claim 1, wherein the contami-
nant settling plate comprising a coloured background opti-
mizing the quality of the detected image.

4. The analyser according to claim 1, wherein the at least
one optical detector is focused on the contaminant settling
plate.

5. The analyser according to claim 1, wherein the at least
one optical detector is focused at a surface of the liquid
fraction within the contaminant cell.

6. The analyser according to claim 1, wherein the OPC
server further communicates with PLCs communicating with
the pulp classifier, contaminant chamber and the optical
chamber.

7. The analyser according to claim 1, wherein the contami-
nant cell is a clear cylindrical cell comprising the contaminant
settling plate that is an integrated coloured settling plate,

the at least one optical detector comprising a first and a
second high definition digital camera, wherein the first
camera is focused on the integrated coloured settling
plate and the second camera is focused on a surface of
the liquid fraction, and

the control chamber comprises a computer comprising a
software program performing the image analysis and
supervising execution of tasks of the analyser.

8. A method of analysing macrocontaminants from a pulp

and/or white water stream having the macrocontaminants and
fibrous material, the method comprising:
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separating the macrocontaminants from the fibrous mate-
rial in a sample from the stream into a liquid fraction of
isolated macrocontaminants;

further separating the isolated macrocontaminants in the
liquid fraction into light-weight and heavy-weight mac-
rocontaminants,

producing at least one detected image by optical measure-
ment of at least one of the light-weight and the heavy-
weight macrocontaminants in the liquid fraction;

analysing the at least one detected image and determining
the quantity and type of at least one of the light-weight
and the heavy-weight macrocontaminant in the liquid
fraction; and

wherein analysing the at least one detected image is with a
software program of a computer communicating with a
camera dynamic link library, and imaging library and an
OPC server, the software program identifying the at least
one macrocontaminant.
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9. The method according to claim 8, wherein the at least
one detected image is produced by a high definition digital
camera.

10. The method according to claim 9, wherein the at least
one detected image is a first detected image focused on light-
weight macrocontaminants and a second detected image
focused on heavy-weight macrocontaminants.

11. The method of claim 10, wherein the software program
further communicates with the OPC server to control the
separating of the sample and the producing the at least one
detected image.

12. The method of claim 8, wherein the heavy-weight
macrocontaminants are selected from the group consisting of
macrostickies, shives, hotmelts, high-density plastics, var-
nishes, black contaminants and combinations thereof.

13. The method of claim 8, where the light-weight macro-
contaminants are selected from the group consisting of
waxes, low-density stickies, hotmelts, plastics, varnishes and
combinations thereof.
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